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The President also was willing to have ex-President Pierce go to Ala-
bama. However, in spite of the insistence of Gushing and Justice Camp-
bell, Pierce found his health would not permit him to make the journey.
He wrote a letter instead, urging calm and delay, which was printed
in the Alabama press and had no noticeable effect.

Buchanan's third mission was in a different direction. Davis and
Toombs were ready, so they said, to accept the Crittenden Compromise
if the Republicans would. The attitude of the latter was hostile, but
they were suspending judgment until they knew the views of their
titular chief, President elect Lincoln. Buchanan felt he must try to
influence him, and so he called upon Duff Green to go to Springfield
with Buchanan's invitation to Lincoln to come to Washington and
join in the efforts for peace. Buchanan hoped that he might endorse
the Crittenden Compromise.33

During this distribution of olive branches, the leaves were falling
off the calendar, and December 17, the day for the meeting of South
Carolina's convention, arrived. The delegates had gathered in Columbia
during the gubernatorial contest, which had taken several days and
several ballots in the legislature. Then the Democrats had triumphed
as they had hoped. Pickens had slipped in ahead of Rhett, Jamison, and
Johnson to take the prize; he was forthwith inaugurated almost as the
convention met.
Columbia was thronged. Commissioners from Alabama and Missis-
sippi were in the town. The Governor of Florida had come in person.
Howell Cobb was there. Also it was reported that smallpox had arrived.
Therefore the delegates, assembling in the Baptist Church, were both
aware of their political responsibility and disturbed by the possibility of
epidemic. They organized after four ballots; the Democrats put up
Orr, but Governor Gist decided it by giving way to the defeated guber-
natorial candidate, General D. F. Jamison, who won 118-30. Then
they decided to adjourn to Charleston, against the advice of Congress-
man Miles and others who thought they should secede first.
The delegates reassembled at Charleston on the afternoon of the